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Council Meeting – 10th September 2020 7pm.

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Council held on Zoom.
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	Persons Present/Apologies
Persons present: 
Cllrs S Meads (Chair), K Dickin (Vice-Chair), A Green, G Montague, K Lowden, L Spencer.  

T White – Clerk.

Two members of the public.  
 
RECEIVED apologies for absence from Cllr M Stirling and Cllr B Runnalls (received during meeting).

Cllr Meads welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the procedures of the virtual meeting.

Receive any Declarations of Interest from Members / Dispensations
None.


[bookmark: _Hlk46840908]Council Meeting: Minutes: 13th August 2020
RESOLVED that the above Minutes of the Meeting of Blisland Parish Council having been previously circulated, be taken as read, approved and signed.

Proposed Cllr Montague, seconded Cllr Lowden.  Unanimous - Carried.

Public Participation
RECEIVED comments from one member of the public in relation to PA20/01604/PREAPP at Trehudreth Mill, who thanked the parish council for taking the time to visit the site and for sending their comments to the officer at Cornwall Council. The member of the public was still unsure whether the proposals were for public or private use.  Cllr Green advised that the applicant stated it was for private use.

Cllr Meads provided an update and informed members that a response had been received from the case officer at Cornwall Council and she confirmed that her comments were in line with those of the parish council.

Cornwall Councillor Report
No report received.

Update: Structure at Moss Farm
Clerk provided an update – CC Batters has been contacted and a case has already been raised with Cornwall Council’s Planning Enforcement by a member of the public.  The matter is being investigated.
[bookmark: _Hlk515458148]
[bookmark: _Hlk520972536][bookmark: _Hlk515888430][bookmark: _Hlk498948090]Planning and Pre-Applications for Consultation

UPDATE following site visit: PA20/01604/PREAPP – Pre-application advice for proposed new retreat building with swimming pool, jacuzzi, games room and gym.  Trehudreth Mill, Waterloo, Blisland, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4JW.

Update provided earlier in the public participation section.  The Parish Council has concerns about the proposed works.  The comments raised were sent to the case officer and an acknowledgement has been received.


Application	PA20/06284
Proposal 	Construction of a two storey extension to the western elevation.
Location 	Cocks Penrose Blisland Bodmin Cornwall
Applicant 	Mr Ron Frazier

The Parish Council RESOLVED to support the application but would like to see the principles of the Cornwall design guide incorporated into the design to reduce the impact of the proposed extension on the host property. 


Proposed Cllr Dickin, seconded Cllr Green. Unanimous - carried.


Application 	PA20/06361
Proposal 	Change of Use of agricultural land to equine use and construction of building to house horses for personal use.
Location 	Cocks Penrose Blisland Bodmin Cornwall
Applicant 	Mrs Frazier

Some discussion regarding existing potential structures being in situ and not indicated on the submitted plans.
The Parish Council RESOLVED to support the application.

Proposed Cllr Dickin, seconded Cllr Lowden. Unanimous - carried.


Application 	PA20/06362
Proposal 	To erect an agricultural building to store hay, feed and fodder.
Location 	Cocks Penrose Blisland Bodmin Cornwall
Applicant 	Mrs Frazier

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council supports this in principle but would like to highlight that this appears to be a large building for the size of the holding. 

Proposed Cllr Montague, seconded Cllr Spencer. Unanimous - carried.

Application 	PA20/07087
Proposal 	The proposal is for the removal of an existing stone weir, the making good of adjoining riverbanks and the provision of an artificial lay-up for otters.
Location 	Keybridge Weir Blisland Bodmin Cornwall
Applicant 	Mr Ashley Masters

RESOLVED to provide the following response:
The Parish Council supports this subject to the following: as a minimum the weir should at least for part of its length still remain in place, or visible as a ghost (i.e. reduced) structure, with the ends of the weir left in place. This we see as also supporting the habitat of the Otter population whilst allowing the fish to better access the river levels. It will also reduce the disturbance to the other wildlife and their habitats in the immediate area.

Proposed Cllr Meads, seconded Cllr Dickin. Unanimous - Carried.



Planning Reform – Government White Paper - Planning for the future
Members agreed to consider the information and draft a response to be submitted by the required deadline.

Councillor Vacancies
Mr Andrew Gould attended the meeting to receive questions from the parish council in relation to becoming a member of the parish council.  The questions were agreed in advance of the meeting and asked by Cllr Meads. (Questions and answers summarised below)

Why do you want to be a councillor?
Mr Gould - wealth of knowledge, lived in the village for 4 years, but been visiting regularly for over 20 years, has lots of knowledge useful to the parish.

Can you be available at short notice for site visits?  
Mr Gould - Easily yes as this is done for his company so not a problem.

The PC is committed to member training and all members must attend code of conduct training annually – would you be prepared to do this? 
Mr Gould - Yes, already have to undertake training and CPD for existing chartered memberships.

What areas of council business interest you specifically? Why? 
Mr Gould - Planning as has the greatest experience, pathology of buildings, including listed buildings and conservation areas.  

Cllr Lowden - Highlighted that Mr Gould’s current job entails going out to see lots of clients in the locality and questioned if there would be a conflict of interest? 

Mr Gould – Confirmed that he is the director of an architectural practice so would follow necessary protocols.

What do you see as being the main roles of the PC and why?  
Mr Gould – The PC is at the coal face of what is happening in the community, the eyes and ears; sometimes impartiality gets fogged due to feelings and passion but this is an important part of improving the parish; to ensure it is not eroded and that it is protected for the future - working in the community and understanding the people, helping it to develop itself.

Cllr Lowden advised that Mr Gould, as a volunteer had been assisting with the St. Pratt’s Fayre plans. 

Mr Gould – Further explained that he assisted the Community Shop when they were experiencing some operational difficulties. 

What qualities do you think are needed to carry out the function of a parish councillor? 
Mr Gould - Trying to remain impartial and keep to the facts, level head, being part of a good team.

Local government is not like private sector, and requires a different approach, do you think this is something you can adjust to? 
Mr Gould – Advised that he already has a good insight how government bodies run, frustrating/slow sometimes, but protocols are in place and he works to them.

Do you feel there are any areas where conflict of interest might arise e.g. in relation to discussing planning applications, grants for local organisations etc?
Mr Gould – Potentially with some planning matters due to the architectural business – none other.

Councillors have portfolios which are specific areas of responsibility, managed on behalf of and with the final approval of the council (e.g. the management of the trees on the village green, arranging a litter pick twice a year, organising the Christmas carols event around the tree).  Will you have the time to manage a portfolio? 
Mr Gould – Confirmed he would and enjoys being involved, nice to be involved and to see the results.

No further questions were raised, and Cllr Meads thanked Mr Gould for attending.

*One member of public left the meeting*

Institute & Public Conveniences Small Business Rates 
Clerk advised that there was some ambiguity over the rating of the Institute and the public conveniences which has been partially resolved.  The public conveniences now qualify for small business rates relief (SBRR) which has been applied and a rebate has been received.  
Recent clarification from central Government also confirmed that those in receipt of SBRR are eligible for the Small Business Support Grant as part of the package of support measures due to COVID-19.  Clerk worked with the officer at Cornwall Council to submit the application by required dates and confirmed that £10,000 grant has been received and paid to the parish council.

Chair thanked Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council.

[bookmark: _Hlk515458738][bookmark: _Hlk510605250]Finance 
[bookmark: _Hlk14880169][bookmark: _Hlk12941695]RECEIVED and RESOLVED to APPROVE the bank reconciliation as at the 31st August 2020 and the September 2020 pay schedule.

Proposed Cllr Lowden, seconded Cllr Dickin.  Unanimous - carried.
[bookmark: _Hlk46845345]
Scheme of Delegation
Members NOTED the decisions (previously circulated).
				
Clerks Report 
Clerk attended SLCC Smaller Councils’ Meeting and reported on matters discussed including planning reform, CALC advice on holding physical meetings and events planning.
Clerk thanked members for their positive engagement with new virtual meetings.

Update: Neighbourhood Development Plan
Cllr Dickin expressed disappointment that only two Councillors (in addition to the three Cllrs on the NDP Steering Group) attended the recent briefing provided by the NDP Steering Group for the Parish Council.  Cllr Dickin advised that this was an important briefing relating to potential locations for future development. 

Update: Website – Accessibility and Compliance
RECEIVED an update from the Clerk.  Work is ongoing and the Clerk is working towards compliance with IT company.

Update: Footpath Map
RECEIVED an update on the above from Cllr Meads and RESOLVED that the sign is to be installed on the side of the bus shelter, facing towards the Institute.

Proposed Cllr Dickin, seconded Cllr Lowden, 5 members voted in favour, 1 abstention – Carried. 

Update: Highways Signage
RECEIVED information and DISCUSSED.
PC to consider a signage strategy in line with the emerging NDP.  
Sign survey required in the parish.  Cllr Green kindly agreed to undertake the survey.
RESOLVED that Cllr Green agreed to look at signs in the parish.  A preferred design will be decided on and contact made with highways to get costings.

Proposed Cllr Dickin, seconded Cllr Green.  Unanimous – carried.


Update: Institute
Cllr Spencer provided an update (previously circulated).  Cllr spencer has contacted a local company who has agreed to come and provide a condition survey of the windows.

Upcoming events/training
Royal Cornwall Hospitals Trust Annual Meeting (Virtual) – 17th September 2020 – 16:30
Cornwall Council Positive Virtual Planning Conference – 22nd September 2020
Virtual Bodmin Community Network Panel Meeting – 30th September 2020 – 09:30-11:00

Members to advise Clerk if they wish to attend any events so that bookings can be made.

[bookmark: _Hlk515458098]Notification of meeting/items for agenda: October 2020 (ZOOM meeting)
Items for the next Council meeting to be forwarded to the Clerk.
Cllr green – Signage.  Cllr Montague - Hedgerow Cutting (farmers). 


Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.  
RESOLVED that in view of the confidential or special nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable that the press and public be excluded and instructed to withdraw during the discussion for the following items: 

Proposed Cllr Meads, seconded Cllr Dickin.  Unanimous – Carried.

*Member of the public left the meeting*

Clerk transferred meeting host authority to Cllr Spencer.  Clerk was then removed from the meeting and placed in the waiting room.

Clerk Salary
RECEIVED information, DISCUSSED and RESOLVED to approve the proposed changes as set out.
Proposed Cllr Lowden, seconded Cllr Dickin. Unanimous – carried.

Clerk was invited back to the meeting.

Cllr Meads thanked everyone for attending.

Meeting closed at 20:50.
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