



BLISLAND PARISH COUNCIL
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Limehead
St. Breward
Corwall
PL30 4LU


                 Tel: 07540 380531
clerk@blislandparishcouncil.co.uk
                                                                 www.blislandparishcouncil.co.uk

Council Meeting –11th March 2021 - 7pm.

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Council held on Zoom.
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	[bookmark: _Hlk55235839]Persons Present/Apologies

Cllrs Meads (Chair), K Dickin (Vice-Chair), A Green, D Holman, K Lowden, G Montague, L Spencer and M Stirling.

Cornwall Councillor Chris Batters

T White – Clerk

3 members of the public

Apologies received from:  Cllr S Weekes

Declarations of Interest from Members / Dispensations
Cllr Spencer declared interest in PA21/11516 and PA21/00682 – Clerk advised Cllr Spencer to go into waiting room for those items.

[bookmark: _Hlk46840908]Council Meeting: Minutes: 11th February 2021
RESOLVED that the above Minutes of the Meeting of Blisland Parish Council having been previously circulated, be taken as read, approved and signed.

Proposed Cllr Spencer, seconded Cllr Lowden. Unanimous.  Carried.

Resignation of Councillor Runnalls
RECEIVED resignation of Cllr Runnalls.  Chair requested Clerk write a letter of thanks to Brian.

COVID-19 - National Lockdown 2021
RECEIVED information on the above.  

Public Participation
One member of the public spoke regarding concern with the increase in helicopter activity over the moors, potentially putting wildlife under threat. She enquired whether anyone else had any additional information at this stage.

Cornwall Councillor Report
RECEIVED report from Cornwall Councillor Chris Batters (previously circulated) and set out below.

1) Ref: W2159002 - Blocked drains in Cassacawn Road causing water to cascade down the hill to Waterloo.
Reported on 8th March, but the confirmation email and map of drains to receive attention were not the ones I reported. I have since sent in the below addition again highlighting again the location. Copy of my follow-up report below:

The blockage of drains in Cassacawn Road, Blisland, was reported on 8/3/21, clearly stating the drains blocked in this area was causing water to run down the road, and due to the angle of the road it cascaded down the hill into Waterloo.   
I did clearly explain in the report the exact location, but in your acknowledgment to me
Ref: W2159002 for some reason you are clearly highlights drains at the bottom of Waterloo in the hamlet.
The water flooding Waterloo is coming from the Cassacawn Road drains. 

Further response received ref: W2159093 where they show that they have located the drain I reported in Cassacawn Road (near The Linney) and will be attending to it.  

2) One CONFIDENTIAL NOTIFICATION – ALLEGED BREACH OF PLANNING CONTROL - was received by CC Batters for the parish which remains confidential until such time as a decision is made on it by the Enforcement Officer.

Delphi road potholes – reported on the evening of the last meeting.  Cllr Spencer updated that they have carried out some works, but road is covered in water so difficult to effect repairs.  Cllr Spencer to send some photos to CC Batters.

Cllr Batters thanked Clerk for her work during her time with the Parish Council.
Cllr Meads reiterated the comments made by Cllr Batters.

Highways and Footpaths
Cllr Green reported that the clapper bridge cannot be extended as originally wanted, but instead, Cornwall Council is going to install an oak bridge upstream with a handrail, leaving the clapper bridge in situ.  The drainage approaching the clapper bridge also going to be sorted.  New stile also being installed so people can now walk from Wallhouse over to Newton - being carried out this coming week.

Cllr Meads comments on the established positive and ongoing communications with Cornwall Council now.  Cllr Green advised new contact is Mark Jewel.  

Low Level Aircraft over Cardinham Moor & Temple Tor
The Parish Council received written information from Jenny Cruse prior to the meeting regarding low level aircraft flying over Cardinham Moor and Temple Tor, regarding evidence in support of a Notice To Airmen.

Cllr Meads, Montague and Spencer gave some information about their recent observations and is a matter that could warrant some further information.  Mindful that it helps support Cornwall airport which is a valuable asset for Cornwall.
CC Batters advised he has been dealing with this for some time and that it is a complex situation.  CC Batters advised he is prepared to forward information to the Council if required.
Cllr Holman – further information required at this stage.  CC Batters declined to make a presentation at the April meeting as requested by Cllr Lowden.
Chair requested CC Batters to send information to Clerk for circulation to the Councillors.

South Penquite Woodland Planting – Butterfly Conservation

Chair drew attention to and gave overview of report received from the Butterfly Conservation Trust.  
Cllr Spencer queried how all the feedback is being used to inform the planning and approval process of the woodland planting scheme and added that it would be good if this could be tempered to reflect the input from the consultees. 

The Chair allowed the member of the public present to make representations.  He has advised that he has voiced concerns in writing and provided some further information regarding the process and the importance of the stakeholders.

Chair asked Cllr Spencer to formulate a response from the Parish Council. Cllr Spencer agreed to draft a summary of feedback from the documents received.

It was RESOLVED to agree draft by email and send a response.

Proposed Cllr Spencer, seconded Cllr Montague.  Unanimous.  Carried.

*Cllr Spencer entered the waiting room.*

*One Member of the public left the meeting.*

[bookmark: _Hlk520972536]Planning and Pre-Applications

Application  PA20/11516
Proposal      Listed Building Consent to reinstate doorway in outbuilding to allow door to be
                    installed and the repositioning of an existing heating oil tank.
Location      Carwen Farmhouse Carwen Road Blisland Bodmin
Applicant     Lee Spencer

The Parish Council RESOLVED to support the application.

Proposed Cllr Lowden, seconded Cllr Holman.  Unanimous.  Carried.   


Application  PA21/00682
Proposal      Listed Building Consent for the renovation of rag slate roof, replacing like for like
                    where necessary.
Location      Carwen House Carwen Road Blisland Bodmin
Applicant     Mr And Mrs Robert Kerr

The Parish Council RESOLVED to support this application as long as any shortfall of slate is made up with reclaimed Cornish rag slates.

Proposed Cllr Lowden, seconded Cllr Stirling. Unanimous.  Carried.

Application	   PA21/00711
Proposal       Removal of rotten wood pergola over garden terrace at rear of property and
                     replacement with a retractable electric awning.
Location       1 Church Close Blisland Bodmin PL30 4JB
Applicant      Catherine Crozier

The Chair gave an overview of the application.  Highlighted the previous issues with the next door property but that this is a different proposal for a neat, retractable awning.  Cllrs Green and Meads advised not visible from the churchyard.  

The Parish Council RESOLVED to support this application.

Proposed Cllr Meads, seconded Cllr Green. Unanimous.  Carried.

Planning Application Publicity
Cllr Green brought the matter to the Parish Council following concerns voiced at the February meeting about the Cornwall Council publicity arrangements for planning applications, and suggested the PC come up with ideas to make local residents more aware of planning applications.
Lots of discussion between Councillors regarding Cornwall Council planning application publicity and site notices.
Cllr Holman – no matter what you publicise people will always say they haven’t seen it.  Cllr Meads agreed.
Clerk summarised the current publicity arrangements for planning applications – CC website, local newspaper, Parish Council website, Parish Council agenda, Parish Council noticeboards (when no COVID) site notice (where applicable).
Cllr Lowden suggested using the Parish magazine. Cllr Holman suggested the physical planning notices are effective, but the matter needs more discussion.

Chair requested members email any ideas to the Clerk and Chair to collate and to use going forward for further discussion after the election.  
It was RESOLVED that this approach was supported.  
Proposed Cllr Green, seconded Cllr Montague.  Unanimous.  Carried.

Climate Emergency Development Plan Document Pre-Submission draft - Consultation 
Chair requested all members to go through the document and comment if appropriate.

Clerks Report 
Clerk’s report (previously circulated). 
Footpath Maintenance 
Advert on website for footpath maintenance tender for 2021/2022.  The Council usually chooses one cut in July time for the gold and silver footpaths along with the stiles and gateways and the land around St. Pratt’s and Peverell’s Cross.

Defibrillator
Received a report that due to the shop moving an internal unit, the cable to the defibrillator had become exposed.  Duchy Defibrillators have been and they have agreed to visit and sort it.

Election Packs
Election packs will be available from Cornwall Council next week.  Hard copies will be sent to me (Clerk will pass to Stephanie) and there will be a link which will be forwarded to everyone and put on the website. 

Scheme of Delegation
The Council NOTED the decisions taken under the approved scheme of delegation (previously circulated).
[bookmark: _Hlk515888430][bookmark: _Hlk498948090]
[bookmark: _Hlk515458738][bookmark: _Hlk510605250]Finance 
[bookmark: _Hlk14880169][bookmark: _Hlk12941695]RECEIVED and APPROVED the bank reconciliation as at the 28th February 2021.
RECEIVED and APPROVED the March 2021 pay schedule.

Proposed Cllr Lowden, seconded Cllr Dickin.  Unanimous.  Carried.

Internal Councillor Audit
Noted.
[bookmark: _Hlk46845345]
Village Green – Trees and Play Equipment (Swings)
Clerk advised that the Council is still awaiting tree report from Cornwall Council.  Contact made with Kernow Metals regarding the condition of the swings have advised that they need to be replaced.
Cllr Meads advised it might be a good idea to consider an accessible swing in addition to the other swings.  
Cllr Green advised that ground covering below requires attention.  
Cllr Dickin – if Council is going to decommission the current swings, we need to communicate within the parish about what we are doing and why.  
Cllr Green – Parish magazine deadline is 17th March 2021.
Cllr Holman suggested that a notice is placed on the swings.
Cllr Meads advised that we use all information channels to communicate.
Cllr Lowden – Asked can the CC help finance this.  CC Batters advised that the community chest is going to be increased after May.

Cllr Stirling to get costings for new swings and bring back to the meeting. Need to decommission the current swings.  Cllrs Spencer and Lowden agreed to go and remove current swing cradles.


Village Green – Events
Deferred to next meeting as Cllr Weekes was not in attendance. 

Community Website
[bookmark: _Hlk62806419]No updates to report.



Brown Tourist Directional Signs
Information received from Cllr Meads (previously circulated).  General discussion by Councillors.  Cllr Holman provided some information on the Blisland Inn sign and referred to CC Batters.  CC Batters advised there were some promises made as part of the A30 dual carriageway works - signs were promised but not delivered following the completion of the road.  CC Batters agreed to action this if he receives a written request from the PC.  Clerk to write to CC Batters.

Litter Pick
Cllr Meads asked for volunteers for organising a litter pick.
Cllr Dickin raised issue of COVID.  CC Batters advised that some other Councils have been carrying out litter picks in recent months.  
Clerk advised that careful consideration needs to be given due to COVID and could possibly wait until the summer. 
Cllr Spencer enquired whether the Parish Council can we find out more about the extent of the litter picking requirement for the new McDonalds.  CC Batters advised that it is logistically very difficult to enforce.
Cllr Holman suggested that a bin could be put somewhere at Delphi.  Cllr Spencer – reservations as bin would need to be emptied regularly and if it’s full, the rubbish gets put around the bin, but in the absence of a bin the majority of people will take it home.

Cllr Meads – deferred litter pick until the COVID rules change.

Update: Neighbourhood Development Plan
Cllr Dickin (Chair of the NDP Steering Group) provided an update – sent out a community email on 3rd March to remind everyone that the work is ongoing and at the stage where NDP needs community input.  Hopefully a public meeting can be held in the Summer.  In the meantime, there are plans to send out more emails on certain aspects of the plan (draft heritage policy) and then do the same with the draft Landscape Character Assessment.

Update: Institute
Cllr Spencer has been chasing for window quotes but all local carpenters are very busy and clearly not a priority.
Clerk advised booking received for September.  Clerk will refer back to the committee for bookings.

Upcoming events/training
Nothing immediately but there will no doubt be some available following the election.

[bookmark: _Hlk515458098]Notification of meeting/items for agenda: April 2021 (ZOOM meeting)
Cllr Spencer – Junction at Whitecross – post box has been replaced with a lower quality red steel box.  Taken away a cast iron one.  

All members of the public left the meeting.

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.  
To RESOLVE that in view of the confidential or special nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable that the press and public be excluded and instructed to withdraw during the discussion for the following items: 

Proposed Cllr Lowden, seconded Cllr Holman.  Unanimous.

New Clerk/RFO Recruitment
Clerk provided an update.  Clerk/RFO position has been readvertised and request for locum Clerk has received five enquiries so far.

The Parish Council agreed to delegate authority to Clerk, Chair, Vice Chair and Cllr Spencer to appoint a locum Clerk (meet Friday morning via Zoom) and await applications for the Clerk position which closes on 29th March to be shortlisted at the April meeting. Interview dates by Zoom tbc.
Proposed Cllr Lowden, seconded Cllr Holman.  Unanimous.  Carried.

The Council thanked the Clerk for her hard work and wished her all the best for the future.

The Clerk thanked the Council for their support during her time with the Council, and for their generous and kind gifts.

Meeting closed at 21:10.
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