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BLISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Local Economy and Tourism – draft April 2021 

Introduction 

The main industry in the Parish has traditionally been livestock farming which, as well as 
providing local employment, is crucial to maintaining the landscape value of the area.  

More recently, tourism has become significantly important to the local economy. The Parish 
of Bilsland’s USP is its green tourism credentials/offer with its diverse landscape, its network 
of footpaths, the Camel Trail and its proximity to both coastlines. Tourism helps to support 
the pub, the shop/PO/Café and the church, situated in the heart of the village, close to the 
village green.  The network of public footpaths and attractions such as Jubilee Rock 
particularly attracts walkers and cyclists. 

An important element in the tourism infrastructure of the Parish is the North Eastern end of 
the Camel Trail;  this provides a most attractive riverside ‘path’ through the Camel Valley 
and brings with it a significant footfall of visitors to the Parish and, in the tourism seasons, 
plays a role in the sustainability of the Parish’s economy. In addition, the Camel Trail 
provides a green highway linking the main north Cornwall towns of Bodmin, Wadebridge 
and Padstow 

From the questionnaire sent out to all 348 households in the Parish in July 2019, at least 30 
holiday cottages were identified, which are well used most of the year.  Visitors help to 
support the local economy.  

Data collected for the NDP evidence base also indicates that, not including holiday cottages, 
there are at least 40 separate businesses operating in the Parish, all micro businesses 
employing less than 10 people, the majority being farms and businesses associated with 
farming and agriculture e.g., livestock transport, machinery servicing, plastic recycling and a 
countryside management consultancy. The remaining businesses are wide ranging including  
a dog/cat kennels, heating oil distributor, painter decorators, electricians and two garages 
situated beside the  A30. The pub provides a small amount of local employment.  

The village shop and post office are community run and largely non-profit making.  It is 
staffed by a mix of paid employees and volunteers. The  rent from the three commercial 
units attached to the shop allows it to be financially viable.  

Of the 158 employed/unemployed adults in the Parish who responded to the 2019 survey, 
57% work outside the Parish, 47% work from home, 20% work in the Parish but not at home 
and only 1% was unemployed and seeking work.  

Since 2020, the proportion of people working from home will have increased significantly 
due to pandemic restrictions and increased working from home is likely to become a 
permanent trend. Lack of adequate broadband could be a limiting factor in some parts of 
the Parish, and this is addressed in the infrastructure objective of this NDP. 
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14.1.New Commercial Development  

14.1. Justification 

NPPF Para 83 states that any new development in tourism needs to “respect the character 
of the countryside” and should not compromise the rural nature of the Parish especially  the 
narrow lanes, nor detract from the character of the Parish, thereby compromising the 
reason that tourism is currently thriving. This is supported by the community, of which 
nearly 97% felt in the 2019 Survey that “any future development within the Parish should 
enhance and respect the quality of the natural and historic landscape”.  

 

CLP Policy 5.1c states that proposals for new business space and land use in the countryside 
should be of an appropriate scale or demonstrate a locational business need such as farm 
diversification. Within the Parish the restrictions of the AONB, SSSI, AGLV and Conservation 
Area designations leaves little scope for significantly increasing businesses or building new 
premises.  

However appropriate development that utilises existing redundant buildings for holiday 
accommodation or appropriately small scaled commercial purposes will be supported 
providing: 

 The scale, design and materials used are sympathetic to the existing character of the 
building and surroundings. 

 It is not in the open countryside. 

 If associated with farm diversification or an existing business site, it is of a scale 
proportionate to its surroundings.  

 It respects the historic interest of the surrounding buildings and areas and ensures 
that proposals protect and or enhance the historic environment and the visual 
quality of the site and its surroundings.  

 It achieves, as far as possible, improvements to sustainability e.g., by recycling waste, 
using renewable energy and where applicable, sourcing produce and material locally 

 It does not significantly increase the volume of traffic on the narrow lanes in the 
Parish. 
 

New permanent small-scale camping and glamping facilities will be looked on 
sympathetically if they: 

 Form a part of farm diversification. 

 Do not impact on road safety or substantially increase traffic on the narrow lanes. 

 Are not prominent in the landscape and are well screened. 

 Will not add to difficulties with water supply, sewerage treatment and waste 
disposal. 

 Make use of existing buildings to provide backup facilities. 

 Do not result in an over concentration of sites in any one location to the detriment 
of the landscape or residential amenity. 

 Do not detract from the AONB and are compliant with the most recent AONB 
management plan. 
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 Reasonable measures have been taken to provide for any nature conservation 
interest such as protecting natural habitats and wildlife corridors.  
 

Whilst local employment opportunities should be encouraged, it has to be accepted that the 
Parish has not found it easy to find tenants for the three commercial units sited below the 
village shop. This indicates a lack of need for such units, probably because of the proximity 
of Bodmin, just 5 miles away, with its better facilities and access for customers. In addition, 
according to the CLP, Bodmin supports a number of successful employers with a surplus of 
jobs over resident working population. 

14.2. Intention  To support appropriate proposals that will promote economic development 

and the retention and creation of jobs and income earning opportunities within the Parish.  
 

 

 

 

 

Local Economy and Tourism Policy 1 – Commercial Development 

Development which supports small scale business including agriculture and tourism will be 

supported provided it respects and enhances the quality of the historic and natural landscape. This 

includes: 

i. adaptations to suitable existing buildings, renovations or re-use of farm buildings, 

ii. other improvements in infrastructure, communications or utilities, 

provided they are of an appropriate scale and do not detract from the appearance and character of 

their immediate neighbourhood. 
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