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Blisland Neighbourhood Development Plan 

12. Landscape and Natural Environment draft  May 2021 

Introduction 

Blisland is a parish of contrasting landscapes, from the wild, open and atmospheric high moors which 

transition down to rich, wooded river valleys and the undulating open countryside and moorland 

farms. All of these diverse landscapes are characterised by quiet tranquillity and magnificent, long 

range views across unspoiled countryside.  

 

The lack of development gives the area a unique, timeless quality which is valued by the local 
community and supports the tourism industry. The moorland in particular is extremely rich in pre-
historic remains such as stone circles, barrows and cairns. Agriculture, along with tourism, is the 
main industry in the parish; it shapes and is integral to the landscape.  
 
Roads are narrow and are better described as country lanes. They have been defined by the historic 
development of the village and its links to the hamlets and outlying farms within the Parish. The 
recently duelled A30 which lies 3 miles from the village is accessible via narrow country roads. These 
lanes and hedgerows support the varied wildlife of the area, and they are  part of the rural setting. 
 
The parish is especially rich in nature conservation and important wildlife habitats as well as 
extensive historical heritage. It sits within the context of a wider North Cornwall landscape, 
providing important corridors for wildlife which need to be protected.  
 
These are important issues when considering housing factors, residents wellbeing, tourism and local 

businesses. 

 

The parish is protected by designations of national significance in terms of landscape conservation.  

 

 The larger part of the parish is an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  The Cornwall AONB 

is protected by the planning system whereby a suite of national and local policies applies to 

ensure that the characteristics that make the AONB special are maintained for future 

generations.  

 The remaining 25% of the parish to the northwest and southwest is designated as an Area of 

Great Landscape Value  

 In addition, the extensive tracts of the open access moorland are designated as  Sites of 

Special Scientific Interest.   

 The parish also sits within the International Dark Skies designation of Bodmin Moor and 

recent light readings show the  quality of the night sky above the moor is amongst the best 

in the world.    

 The area around Blisland Village Green was designated a Conservation Area in 1997 and 
further details of this can be found in the Blisland Conservation Area Appraisal endorsed 
August 2007.  
https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/reports_conservation_areas/Blisland.pdf 
 

These designations have a key role to play in protecting the sense of place of this largely unspoilt 

corner of Bodmin Moor and provide a similar  level of protection to that awarded to National Parks.  

https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/reports_conservation_areas/Blisland.pdf
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Surveys conducted in the parish as part of the Neighbourhood Development Plan preparation in 

2016 and 2019 show how important this natural environment is to local people . Between 89% to 

94% of respondents felt Community Spirit, Tranquillity, Quality of the Landscape and the Village 

Green were either Important or Very important.  

 

The natural beauty of the area is also a key attraction to tourists and therefore important to the 

economy of Cornwall as a whole. The policies set down in the Blisland Neighbourhood Development 

Plan therefore place a strong emphasis on the need to protect the landscape.  

 

12.1  Landscape Character 

Justification 

The Local Community through the NDP questionnaire strongly valued the environment and 
landscape in which they live.  
 
In order to provide the evidential base for the policies of the Neighbourhood Development Plan, the 

community undertook a Local Landscape Character Assessment. This is available at <insert hyperlink 

to Blisland Local Landscape Character Assessment>.  

 

Tourism is extremely significant to the economy of both the parish and the county as a 
whole by supporting local businesses. It is important therefore to ensure that the protection 
provided by the national landscape designations are fully considered and enforced when 
any new developments are proposed, so that the quality of the landscape continues to 
attract tourists.  
 
Key features of this special landscape include: 
 

 The many varied vistas and views throughout the Parish which create the outstanding 

quality of the landscape. It is important to ensure that these are not impeded by 

inappropriate development, or, for example, the negative impact of communication masts 
or large solar panel farms. The impact of development on the enjoyment of these 
views should be considered in planning decisions.  

 

 The exceptional quantity of pre-historic remains such as barrows, cairns, stone 
monoliths and stone circles. 

  

 The network of footpaths and bridle ways that crisscross the Parish providing 
opportunities for exploring the countryside by residents and visitors.   

 

 The varied and extensive wildlife habitats which would be damaged by tree felling 
and land reuse.  

 
 The importance of farming in maintaining the countryside/landscape, contributing to the 

nation’s food production industry and supporting families by providing jobs within the 
Parish.  
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Intention 
To ensure that any authorised  development integrates into the designated landscape and open 
countryside and that it does not adversely impact the natural environment. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.2. Dark Skies 

Justification 

Bodmin Moor has been designated an International Dark Sky Landscape, confirming its status as one 
of Cornwall’s star attractions and making it the first International Dark Sky Place in an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. The exceptional quality of the night sky over the moor increasingly 
draws tourists from across the UK and Europe and has an economic and cultural value. The Dark Sky 
status is expected to boost tourism and the local economy, especially in the darker spring, autumn 
and winter months when star gazing opportunities are at their best. 

The designation also provides health benefits for both people and wildlife in the moor’s living 
landscape by helping to keep artificial light at a very low level and providing the defined day and 
night which is essential for many wildlife species to survive. 

 Within the designation area residents and businesses are encouraged to protect the night sky from 
light pollution by managing their lighting better by choosing appropriate lights when they need to 
replace old lights or fit new ones and only use lighting where it’s needed. 

Intention 

To protect the open countryside from the intrusion of damaging artificial lighting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blisland Landscape Policy 1: Landscape Character  

 Proposals for development must demonstrate that they would not detract from, or have an 
adverse impact on, the landscape character of the Parish that is defined in both the Cornwall 
Council Landscape Character Assessment for Bodmin Moor and in the Blisland Local Landscape 
Character Assessment. 
 

 All woodlands should be protected and managed to sustain them in the long term, or where 
their loss cannot be avoided suitable replacement woodland planting that will provide a similar 
landscape and wildlife benefit should be secured.  
 

 Where development is appropriate on the edge of a settlement, it should incorporate suitable 
landscaping to avoid creating a hard and visually prominent edge.  

  

 

Blisland Landscape Policy 2: Dark Skies 

Window design should seek to minimise the emission of damaging artificial light and skylights should 
be avoided wherever possible. 

Where external lighting is deemed to be essential to light pathways which would otherwise be 
dangerous at night , it should be directed downwards.  

Street lighting and flood lights should be avoided as generally inappropriate. 
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12.3 Natural Environment 

Justification 

Blisland Parish has a unique and beautiful rural countryside with precious and sensitive habitats and 
designated sites in the parish which are recognised through international, national and local 
designations. The parish includes Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) which are designated as being 
of European significance and large proportion of the Parish has national designation as a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest as shown in the map below:  

 

There are a number of Tree Preservation Order Points and Tree Preservation Order Areas including 
Lavethan Wood, an ancient and semi natural woodland. 

Field hedges (including Cornish hedges and hedgerow trees), woodland and  
garden trees and plantations are very important in defining the special character of the parish 
and are important habitats. Some hedges may fall within the Hedgerow Regulations. 
The community rates highly the importance of protecting its local wildlife, habitats, including trees 
and hedges for ecological benefits and their contribution to quality of life of the community and 
visitor experience.  
he Plan  
 

Intention 

To protect and enhance the quality of the natural environment and local biodiversity from 
inappropriate development and ensure that specially designated land is respected through the 
enforcement of existing planning policies. 
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Blisland Landscape Policy 3: Natural Environment 

Development should avoid areas designated for their important species and habitats. Habitat  
features should wherever possible be retained and designed into developments. Opportunities  
to build-in enhancements for wildlife should be maximized and can include: 

 Protection of Cornish hedges and the species they support from loss, damage and  
excessive lighting 

 Provision for nesting birds, roosting bats and hedgehogs 

 Retention of wildlife corridors 

 Where loss of habitat is unavoidable, any mitigation will be expected to enhance 
biodiversity. 

 Where removal of designated trees is unavoidable due to disease or other mitigating 
factors then a tree-planting scheme to replace the trees should be provided by the 
developer. 
 

Proposals having an adverse impact on the integrity of such sites will not be permitted other 
than in exceptional circumstances. Measures to avoid any adverse impacts on these sites will be 
sought as a first principle.  

 

 

 



 

6 

Blisland Neighbourhood Development Plan Draft July 2021 (for display folder) 

Blisland Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Summary of Landscape Policies 

 
 
 
 
Landscape and Natural 
Environment Objective 
 
To ensure that any 
authorised  
development respects, 
and integrates into, the 
designated landscape 
and the open 
countryside. 
To ensure that 
development protects 
and, where possible, 
enhances the natural 
environment 

Landscape Policy : Landscape Character 

 Proposals for development must demonstrate that they would 
not detract from, or have an adverse impact on, the landscape 
character of the Parish that is defined in both the Cornwall 
Council Landscape Character Assessment for Bodmin Moor and in 
the Blisland Local Landscape Character Assessment. 
 

 All woodlands should be protected and managed to sustain them 
in the long term, or where their loss cannot be avoided suitable 
replacement woodland planting that will provide a similar 
landscape and wildlife benefit should be secured.  
 

 Where development is appropriate on the edge of a settlement, 
it should incorporate suitable landscaping to avoid creating a 
hard and visually prominent edge.  
 

Landscape Policy 2: Dark Skies  

 Window design should seek to minimise the emission of 
damaging artificial light and skylights should be avoided 
wherever possible. 

 Where external lighting is deemed to be essential to light 
pathways which would otherwise be dangerous at night , it 
should be directed downwards.  

 

Landscape Policy 3: Natural Environment 
Development should avoid areas designated for their important species 
and habitats. Habitat features should wherever possible be retained and 
designed into developments. Opportunities to build-in enhancements for 
wildlife should be maximized and can include: 

 Protection of Cornish hedges and the species they support from 
loss, damage and  
excessive lighting 

 Provision for nesting birds, roosting bats and hedgehogs 

 Retention of wildlife corridors 

 Where loss of habitat is unavoidable, any mitigation will be 
expected to enhance biodiversity. 

 Where removal of designated trees is unavoidable due to disease 
or other mitigating factors then a tree-planting scheme to 
replace the trees should be provided by the developer. 
 

Proposals having an adverse impact on the integrity of such sites will not 
be permitted other than in exceptional circumstances. Measures to avoid 
any adverse impacts on these sites will be sought as a first principle.  
 
 

 


