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Blisland Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Local Services and Infrastructure – draft July 2020 

Introduction: 

As a small rural moorland parish, Blisland has limited infrastructure.  There is easy access to 

the A30, but the road network consists of narrow lanes lines by high Cornish hedges. There 

is no public transport currently available.  

The core settlement of the village has mains water and sewerage, but many outlying 

properties are not connected to the mains supply.  

In terms of services, there is a  community shop and post office in the centre of Blisland 

Village which is run by volunteers and paid staff. The shop has a café area which is regularly 

used by residents and visitors. The shop provides public internet access and there are 

additional rooms available for a variety of services such as surgeries by healthcare 

professionals. In addition, there are 3 business units which are rented out to generate a 

further income to the Community Association and to provide a rural business infrastructure. 

The Blisland Inn is a freehold public house situated on the Village Green. 

Blisland has a village hall run by a management committee which hires out the space for a 

variety of activities and events and where the different village organisations meet. There is 

also the Village Institute owned by the Parish Council and run by a volunteer committee. 

The building was recently refurbished and is now used for range of different activities. 

The Parish Council have taken over responsibilities for the public toilets and these were 

refurbished at the same time as the Village Institute.  

Blisland Primary Academy is a state funded school for ages 5 to 11 located in the hamlet of 

Waterloo. The current student count is 38 pupils. Older children transfer to secondary 

schools in Bodmin, Camelford or Wadebridge. 

13.1 Infrastructure in the hamlets 

13.1.1. Justification 

It is recognised that the application of Policy 28 of the Cornwall Local Plan will require the 

provision of appropriate infrastructure across the wider Parish in respect of any 

development, particularly in relation to water, drainage and sewage, However, particular 

attention should be given to any development proposals within outlying hamlets such as 

Temple which do not have mains water supply or mains drainage where even a few 

additional dwellings could adversely impact existing households.  

13.1.2  Intention 

To ensure that the potential impact of new developments on the limited infrastructure 

within outlying hamlets is adequately considered in planning decisions.  

 Blisland Infrastructure Policy 1: General Infrastructure   

Any proposal for development within outlying hamlets which have limited existing 

infrastructure will need to demonstrate that such development will not adversely impact the 

infrastructure to existing dwellings.  
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13.2   Broadband  

13.2.1 Justification  

Superfast broadband is not available across approximately 75% of the Parish by area 

including the majority of the many hamlets and small settlements outside of the main 

settlement. In the 2019 community survey 21 % of respondents reported that they do not 

have broadband which meets their needs. 

The lack of effective, fast broadband is seen as an important obstacle to growth and 

development for small businesses including agriculture and for the increasing number of 

people in the parish who work from home and need reliable broadband connection. 

According to the Government’s own analysis, availability of broadband and mobile 

communications is closely associated with rural economic performance. The Digital 

Economy Act 2017 establishes a universal service obligation and a legal right to be supplied 

with fast (10 Mbps) broadband however it is not yet clear how this will ensure a universal 

provision of superfast broadband in rural areas. 

13.2.2 Intention 

To support the provision of the infrastructure necessary to ensure businesses and 

households have access to good, reliable broadband.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13.3 Public Rights of Way 

13.3.1.Justification 

In the community survey 2019, 85% of respondents rated public footpaths as important or 

very important aspects of the local environment. They provide important leisure activity for 

residents, visitors and holidaymakers and provide opportunities for the development of 

Green Tourism. A condition survey of public footpaths undertaken by the Parish Council in 

2019 identified a number of areas where access had become difficult and stiles which had 

Blisland Infrastructure Policy 2 : Broadband 

 Support will be given to proposals that would provide or improve access to a 

superfast broadband service and mobile telephone services within the 

neighbourhood plan area.  

 Underground installations will be required in conservation areas and to preserve 

the character of designated landscape areas. In other areas, where underground 

installations are not possible, any above ground installations must be 

sympathetically located and designed to integrate into the landscape.  

 All new residential, commercial and community properties should be served, 

where possible, by a superfast broadband fibre-optic connection. Where a fibre-

optic connection is not possible, sufficient and suitable ducting should be provided 

within any development to facilitate ease of installation at a future date. 
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been blocked and an action plan is in progress to restore and maintain all public rights of 

way. 

 

13.3.2.Intention 

To protect public rights of way throughout the Parish  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13.4 Renewable energy   

13.4.1.Justification 

The threats posed by climate change are very real. Our plan therefore seeks to ensure 

consideration is given to the careful use and reuse of all resources.  

 
The CLP sets out its support for measures that will save energy and that will increase the 
proportion of energy produced from low-carbon technologies:  Policies 14 (Renewable and low-
carbon energy) and 15 (Safeguarding renewable energy). These policies also set out constraints on 
the installation of renewable energy facilities in the countryside and in the AONB, including 
wind turbines and ground-based solar panels.  
 
As an exposed, elevated peninsula, which is relatively sparsely populated, Cornwall has become a 
significant area for the generation of renewable energy in the form of wind turbines and solar farms 
and the industry contributes to the economy, employment and farm diversification opportunities in 
the county as a whole. However, the bulk of Blisland Parish, whilst elevated, is designated an AONB, 
AGLV, SSSI and Conservation Area and therefore is not considered to be appropriate for the siting of 
wind turbines or Solar farms as they would not “conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the 
designated areas in accordance with CLP Policy 14. 
 
However, outside of the Conservation Area,  domestic PV panels would be supported, provided they 
are appropriately sited and do not impact on views from the Conservation Area.  

 

13.4.2.Intention 

To provide guidance on the installation of energy saving and carbon reduction measures with special 
reference to all new builds and the Blisland Conservation Area. 

 

Blisland Infrastructure Policy 3 : Public Rights of Way   

Existing public rights of way and means of public access provide a high level of amenity 

value and will be protected and wherever possible enhanced by development . In the 

event that a public right of way crosses a proposed development site, the proposal will 

not be supported unless it can be satisfactorily demonstrated that either the current 

course of the right of way can be retained or that any diversion would not result in any 

adverse impact on residential amenity or the safety of the general public or the 

enjoyment of the special quality of the area by residents and visitors. 
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Blisland Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Summary of Infrastructure Policies 

Local Services and 
Infrastructure 
Objective 
 
To support 
improvements to  
services, facilities  and 
infrastructure for the 
local community 

 
Infrastructure Policy 1:  Infrastructure in the hamlets 
 

 Any proposal for development within outlying hamlets which 
have limited existing infrastructure will need to demonstrate that 
such development will not adversely impact the infrastructure to 
existing dwellings.  
 

 
Infrastructure Policy 2 : Broadband  
 

 Support will be given to proposals that would provide or improve 
access to a superfast broadband service and mobile telephone 
services within the neighbourhood plan area. Any above ground 
installations must be sympathetically located and designed to 
integrate into the landscape. 

 All new residential, commercial and community properties 
should be served, where possible, by a superfast broadband 
fibre-optic connection. Where a fibre-optic connection is not 
possible, sufficient and suitable ducting should be provided 
within any development sites to facilitate ease of installation at a 
future date. 

 
Infrastructure Policy 3 : Public Rights of Way 
   

 Existing public rights of way and means of public access provide a 
high level of amenity value and will be protected and wherever 
possible enhanced by development.  

 In the event that a public right of way crosses a proposed 
development site, the proposal will not be supported unless it 
can be satisfactorily demonstrated that either the current course 
of the right of way can be retained or that any diversion would 
not result in any adverse impact on residential amenity or the 
safety of the general public or the enjoyment of the special 
quality of the area by residents and visitors   

 
Infrastructure Policy 4  : Renewable Energy 
 

 All new development shall seek to achieve high standards of 
sustainability and demonstrate how design and construction has 
sought to use natural resources efficiently including the 
production and consumption of renewable energy. 
 

 


